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For	those	of	you	who	do	not	receive	our	prayer	emails,	know	that	Julie’s	diagnosis	of	fourth	stage	ovarian	cancer	
on	April	20	has	dramatically	changed	us	in	this	past	month.		If	you	do	not	receive	these	emails	and	want	to	receive	
them	to	pray	during	this	season,	please	email	paul.ford@crmleaders.org	and	say	“put	me	on	the	list.”		Thanks.		PF	

								
	We Watch, Wait, and Listen for You, Lord:        	
I am your Shepherd, you shall not want. 

I make you to lie down in green pastures; 
I lead you beside still waters; I restore your soul.	
I	will	lead	you	in	paths	of	righteousness		
				for	MY	namesake.	
Even	though	you	walk	through	the	valley	of		
				the	shadow	of	death,	you	will	fear	no	evil;	
				My	rod	and	my	staff	will	comfort	you.	
I	prepare	a	table	before	you	in	the	presence	of				
				your	enemies;	your	cup	runs	over!	
Surely,	goodness	and	mercy	will	follow	you	all	the		
				days	of	your	lives,	and	you		
				shall	dwell	in	My	house/My	habitation	forever.			

							Psalm	23	in	1st	person 

A	Tumultuous	Month	
Put	simply,	on	March	26	God	abruptly	and	supernaturally	healed	the	final	dynamic	effects	of	Julie’s	six-month	
health	battle	in	a	healing	prayer	time	with	fellow	CRMer	Tom	Ashbrook.		Julie	has	awoken	full	of	peace	and	joy	
every	day	but	one	since	that	day.		Amazing	but	true!		We	experienced	two	weeks	of	normalcy:		a	precious	week		
with	Stephen,	Les	and	Ava	back	in	Alexandria,	VA	and	the	a	truly	normal	week	at	
home.		Then	Julie’s	shortness	of	breath	and	a	cyst	took	us	to	the	surgeon	on	May	
6	and	then	to	the	hospital	May	17-21.	This	led	Julie	to	begin	chemotherapy	May	
24	to	address	fourth	stage	ovarian	cancer.		Among	other	things,	the	cancer	had	
caused	5.3	liters	of	fluid	to	build	up	around	Julie’s	right	lung,	collapsing	it.			
	
Forward	to	today.		We	rejoice	to	tell	you	that	some	combination	of	more	intense	
healing	prayer	and	the	first	round	of	chemotherapy	has	restored	Julie’s	right	lung	
to	almost	full	capacity,	enabling	her	to	resume	exercising.		Chemotherapy	#2	of	6	
took	place	last	week,	and	Dr.	Finkelstein	is	confident	the	tumors	are	shrinking.	
We	rejoice	in	the	daily	prayers	of	hundreds	of	you,	gift	cards,	meals,	the	personal	
visits,	and	a	plethora	of	hand-written	cards	in	the	mail!		God	is	revealing	His		
glory	in	this	process	in	ways	that	Julie	and	I	could	not	have	thought	or	imagined	
during	this	month.		He	has	done	abundantly	beyond	what	we	could	ask	or	think!!	
We	 continue	to	release	the	future	to	Him	daily,	ala	Jeremiah	29:11-13.		 	 	Leslie with Ava Grace in April	
	

From	Julie:	
  Give	thanks	with	a	grateful	heart,	give	thanks	to	the	Holy	One,				
give	thanks	because	He's	given	Jesus	Christ	his	Son.	(Repeat)	
			And	now	let	the	weak	say,	"I	am	strong."	Let	the	poor	say,		
"I	am	rich."	because	of	what	the	Lord	has	done	for	us.	(Repeat)			praise	song	

	
“Giving	thanks	in	all	circumstances	is	a	choice.”	(I	Thessalonians	5;18)		Julie	Ford	

	
Mom	used	to	say	that	if	we	knew	what	was	going	to	happen	some	days	we'd	never	get	out	of	bed!	
	
Our	journey	began	on	Easter	Saturday	when	I	had	a	CT	scan.		The	doctor	who	interpreted	the	scan	
recommended	that	I	immediately	check	into	the	hospital.	“There	are	multiple	masses	in	your	abdominal	&	
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Stephen came home for a short weekend in mid May to 
spend some time checking in on his mother – good times! 

 



pelvic	cavities."		This	confirmed	what	I	suspected	as	I	began	my	battle	against	ovarian	cancer.		Paul	and	I	got	on	
the	phone	with	my	surgeon	who	said,	"If	your	breathing	doesn't	worsen	as	your	right	lung	has	all	but	collapsed	
stay	home	until	Monday	morning	so	that	you	can	worship	with	your	community	on	Easter	morning.”	
	
April	17th-21st	I	was	in	room	#1003	in	Lovelace	Downtown	Hospital.		The	view	out	of	my	north	facing	window	
was	fantastic	as	was	the	care	I	received	24/7.		Visits	from	family	and	friends	abounded,	well	needed	
encouragement	for	Paul	&	me.		Five	different	invasive	procedures	drained	the	fluid	from	my	right	thorasic	
cavity,	took	a	uterine	biopsy	as	well	as	inserted	a	port	in	my	upper	chest	so	that	I	could	begin	chemotherapy	the	
following	Monday.		I	also	had	another	CT	scan,	chest	x-ray	and	MRI	of	my	brain!		How	do	people	deal	with	life	
threatening	illness	without	having	some	form	of	health	insurance?	
	
	As	of	today	I've	had	two	chemotherapy	treatments,	experiencing	minimal	side	effects.		We've	learned	more	
about	eating	healthier	foods	and	have	received	many	gift	cards	enabling	us	to	make	these	purchases	while	
paying	$4000	out	of	pocket	to	cover	our	portion	of	the	medical	expenses	so	far.		The	body	of	Christ	has	provided	
meals,	light	cleaning,	cards	and	flowers	galore	as	well	as	interesting	books	to	read.		My	"chemo	buddies"	have	
relieved	Paul	of	that	burden	as	twice	I've	spent	7-9	hours	in	Dr.	Karen	Finkelstein's	office.		This	amazing	doctor	
in	her	early	forties	has	an	incredible	resume.		I	cannot	believe	that	New	Mexico	with	our	small	population	has	
such	a	talented	physician	serving	those	of	us	who	are	fighting	cancer.			
		
While	it	was	hard	to	forego	our	trip	to	Kazakhstan	to	visit	our	dear,	dear	friends	there,	it	was	a	no-brainer	
decision.		Tomorrow	Paul	flies	to	Houston,Texas	to	spend	two	days	with	our	dear	friend	John	Blake	at	Birkman	
International.		In	less	than	a	month	Paul	will	leave	for	the	hinterlands	of	Asia	to	continue	work	with	friends	
we've	worked	with	for	years.		While	I'm	not	thrilled	to	have	him	gone	for	ten	days	during	which	I'm	scheduled	to	
have	my	fourth	round	of	chemo,	I'm	at	peace	that	God	will	provide	for	both	of	us.		And	my	God	shall	meet	all	
of	your	needs	according	to	his	glorious	riches	in	Christ	Jesus.	(Philippians	4:19)	
	
Lastly,	Stephen	James	flew	out	to	visit	the	weekend	of	May	6th.		It	was	a	low-key	time	just	to	hang	out,	watch	
favorite	family	movies,	hit	a	bucket	of	balls	at	the	driving	range	(Stephen	and	Paul),	worship	at	our	home	
church	and	to	attend	Nathan	Anello's	first	birthday	party.		Thank	you,	Leslie,	for	freeing	your	husband	to	spend	
this	time	with	us.		We	love	you	three	so	much.		
	
A	twenty-two	year	old	friend	of	ours	has	graced	me	with	a	dozen	
	beautiful	origami	cranes.		They	symbolize	hope	and	long	life.	One		
sits	by	my	bedside,	one	on	Paul’s	desk,	while	others	sit	at	my		
oncologist’s	office,	my	hair	dresser(who	shaved	off	my	hair!),	and		
one	for	my	dear	75	year	old	friend	in	her	last	stages	of	cancer.			
May	the	God	of	all	hope	fill	you	with	joy	and	peace	as	you	trust		
in	Him,	so	that	you	may	overflow	with	hope	by	the	power	of	
the	Holy	Spirit.		Romans	15:13	

	
Jaco’s	Word	Picture.		The	Lord	speaks	to	some	in	the	body	of	Christ	through	vivid	word	pictures	that	come	in	the	
midst	of	prayer	or	that	just	appear.		South	African	Jaco	Swart,	one	of	our	Emerging	Equippers	who	shared	in	the	
March	newsletter	as	well,	experienced	this	"picture"	while	we	spoke	last	week:	
 
A tempest sea was building up with huge grey waves and breakers.  The waves were coming from 
different(all) directions and were building up and crashing against one another.  The sky was very dark & 
grey. [The angry sea reminded me of the vision William Booth had on which he founded the Salvation 
Army.]  In the midst of this storm was a tiny little boat, actually more like a zinc tub [almost comically 
small].  In this tub I could clearly recognize you and Julie.  You almost looked too big for this little boat, and 
the little boat looked completely inadequate for the situation.  However, the overwhelming sense was that 
the little tub with Paul & Julie inside, were completely surrounded by His heavenly peace and calmness in 
the midst of this angry storm.  Almost like a protective bubble.  The storm was real, the danger was real, the 
wind, waves, noise was real BUT the peace was the overwhelming sense prevailing - a complete contrast. 

	
Remember	to	pray	for	partners	Larry	&	Susan	Gay	and	Jim	&	Kim	Day	who	are	
carrying	the	Asia	work	before	and	after	Paul’s	June	19-28	trip:		

• Larry & Susan lead Grip BIrkman Coaches Trainings June 6-9 and 12-15 
• Jim & Kim lead Marriage and Ministry Seminar #2 July 3-7 

	

Shared	body	Life	ministry	like	this	is	the	way	of	the	Kingdom!		

 


